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Fig. 112. Kabardian mare 636 Zhansurat 139, dark bay, born 1928, with 
Dzherashtiev brand /151-178-18/ from Malkinsky stud farm. 1931. 

 
The Abukov’s horses /village Zalukokoazhe, brand / were known as the 

fastest horses in Kabarda. 
The herds and stud farms of royalties and landlords were destroyed during 

Civil War. The above mountain “breeds” also disappeared. However, part of 
horses differing on Caucasus brands survived and was used in small private herds 
at first and at collective and stud farms later. 

 
OFFSPRINGS OR ECOLOGICAL TYPES 

 
The large aboriginal breeds are worth dividing to offsprings, breed groups 

and intrabreeding types when practicing with them. There are other breed groups 
originated in different conditions at different places of Northern Caucasus besides 
the Kabardian and Karachay intrabreeding types within the Kabardian breed of 
horses. However, the production necessity and the state of livestock do not require 
their separation. 

At the moment, the Kabardian and Karachay intrabreeding types of the 
KABARDIAN BREED of horses became very close as a result of their crossing at 
collective and stud farms. 

 





TYPES OF KABARDIAN MARES 
 

Fig. 113. Adayka 91, bay, born 1948 from 79 Arsenal and Gordyachka 193. 
KBD-E. 

 
 

Fig. 114. Zamashka 167, bay, born 1948 from 352 Zador and Musyka 37. 
KBD-C. 

 
 

The Kabardian dense type represents big massive horses of riding-draught 
kind with powerful elongated frame and increased bony, with rather rude head and 
quite weak muscular system. Fig. 115. 

 











Fig. 123. Ararat 9, bay, born 1933 from 7 Atlas and 636 Magometanka. 

 
 
Fig. 124. Amerbi 7, bay, born 1933 from 7 Atlas and Dbrava 855. First degree 

Certificate of the All-Union agricultural exhibition. 

 
 



Fig. 125. Ardagan 16, bay, born 1933 from 7 Atlas and Nacia. Second degree 
Certificate of the All-Union agricultural exhibition. 

 
 

Atlas and stallions of its line were giving very typical bony but not big 
enough progeny of pedigree a little bit hook-nosed head, characteristic ears and big 
lively eyes. They passed their offspring muscular neck, long withers, long rounded 
ribs, straight but little bit extended spine. Fig. 126. 
 
Fig. 126. 274 Albatros 39, bay, born 1948 from 66 Aldan and 2900 Nezabudka. 

 
 





















CHAPTER VI 
 

BIOLOGICAL FEATURES OF MOUNTAIN HORSE BREEDS OF 
NORTHERN CAUCASUS OF RUSSIA 

 
Breeding power, duration of a pregnancy and milk production of mares, 

intensity and seasonal features in foal’s growth, adaptation of horses to feeding and 
housing conditions, ability for fattening, keeping and fat-restoring, ability to 
accrete in dense hair in winter, ability in more or less shedding of hair in spring 
and autumn, liveliness and resistance to the diseases, duration of pedigree and 
working use, meat merits of horses are all the indicators of biological properties of 
horses. Besides, these indicators characterize types and breeding groups of horses 
and reflect the conditions of their feeding, housing, care, growing and use which 
are the grounds for the adequate reaction of animals and their adaptive changes and 
adaptability. 

The analysis of materials on the biological reactions on the natural and 
economical conditions of Mountain horses of Northern Caucasus of Russia is of 
practical and theoretical importance. 
 



BREEDING POWER 
 

There were 75-80% of single mares in Kabarda in 1922 /Christianovich, 
1926/. 

The percentage of successful drop at collective farms after the 
collectivization of agriculture in Kabardino-Balkarian Autonomic Soviet 
Socialistic Republic was 65-70% in respect to the number of mares able to become 
in foal and reached 90-100% at best farms. The Kabardian horses demonstrated 
high breeding power according to the data of State Stud Books. Only until 1935, 
on the initial stage of organization of pedigree units at collective and breeding 
farms, this power was low. The breeding power considerably increased with the 
bettering of housing conditions. 
 

Table 92 
Average breeding power of mares in breed groups,  

recorded in the State Stud Book of riding horses 

Breed group 

State Stud 
Book Percentage of 

Number of years 
of pedigree use Volume Year Becoming 

in-foal 
Non-

pregnant 

Abortion, 
misbirth, weak 

foals 

Successful 
drop 

 
Kabardian 

I 1935 57,6 42,4 3,4 54,2 3539 
II 1949 88,9 11,1 3,3 85,6 2586 
III 1953 83,6 16,4 2,5 81,1 3654 
IV 1964 85,1 14,9 2,5 82,6 4665 

Anglo-
Kabardian 

I 1935 75,7 24,3 9,5 66,2 222 
II 1949 89,0 11,0 6,2 82,8 1672 
III 1953 86,0 14,0 7,9 78,1 1014 
IV 1964 89,3 10,7 3,6 85,7 1135 

Karabairskaia 
I 1941 77,9 22,1 2,2 75,6 2097 
II 1950 79,2 20,8 1,2 78,0 4367 
III 1960 85,4 14,6 1,5 83,9 2138 

Lokaiskaia I 1955 88,0 12,0 1,9 86,1 4358 
New-Kirghiz I 1956 76,2 23,8 4,7 71,5 5883 

Don 
I 1949 72,2 27,8 8,2 64,0 3473 
II 1953 85,6 14,4 10,6 75,0 1886 
III 1954 80,8 19,2 8,5 72,3 1563 

Budennovskaia I 1951 88,5 11,5 6,4 82,1 5186 
II 1955 88,7 11,3 12,5 76,2 1191 

Kustanaiskaia I 1956 80,3 19,7 6,0 77,3 2865 

Thoroughbred 
I 1937 74,7 25,3 15,2 59,5 3465 
II 1954 74,5 25,5 13,0 61,5 3225 
III 1960 88,0 12,0 8,3 81,7 1290 

 
According to the data on breeding power recorded in State Stud Book, the 

Kabardian horses overcome all other ones except those of Karabairskaia and 
Lokaiskaia breeds. 

The becoming in foal of Anglo-Kabardian horses is more than that of 
Kabardian horses, but the number of abortions is higher. 

The measures of reproducibility at leading studs of Northern Caucasus of 
Russia rearing the Kabardian horses are collected in the next table. 













The highest breeding power of 94% was shown by mares – crosses of III-IV 
generations from Kabardian stallions. There was no, in contrary to other riding 
breeds, observed decrease in breeding power of Kabardian-Dagestan crosses with 
increasing content of Kabardian blood. The latter confirms the high breeding 
power of Kabardian horses and their suitability to the conditions of Dagestan and 
other mountain regions of Northern Caucasus of Russia. 

 





















The Anglo-Kabardian foals at the age of 1 year (born 1933 and 1934) in herd 
conditions were behind Kabardians on measures. This lag was more for foals of 
higher blood content in respect to Thoroughbred. At the age of 2 years, Anglo-
Kabardian foals born 1934 were almost the same developed as Kabardian ones. 

Comparing measures of Kabardian and Anglo-Kabardian saplings born 1936 
and grown in herds of Malkinsky and Cherkessky studs, G.P. Balabanov 
mentioned in 1939 the delay in development of Anglo-Kabardian colts but good 
progress of Anglo-Kabardian fillies, overcoming pure females /Horse resources in 
USSR, 1939, p. 240/. 

The development of the saplings in herd conditions of collective farms in the 
area of Kabardinsky State seed plot can be characterized by the measures of 
typification of 1938. 

 
Table 116 

Average measures of saplings at Kabardinsky State seed plot in 1938 
Offspring 

of stallions 
of breed 

Colts Fillies 
Number 
of heads Shoulder Length 

of body Chest Fore 
cannon 

Number 
of heads Shoulder Length 

of body Chest Fore 
cannon 

 Age of 1½ years, born 1937 
Kabardian 70 127,9 121,3 140,2 15,9 77 127,5 123,3 140,9 15,9 

Anglo-
Kabardian 41 131,9 123,9 143,5 15,9 42 131,8 125,0 144,5 16,1 

 Age 2½ years, born 1936 
Kabardian 120 136,8 133,4 155,7 17,3 115 135,5 133,1 156,2 16,7 

Anglo-
Kabardian 53 141,1 134,1 155,6 17,3 65 139,1 133,1 155,6 17,3 

 
The saplings developed worse at collective farms in comparison to the studs 

but in the age of 1½ and 2½ years, according above data, the offspring from 
Anglo-Kabardian stallions had better measures, 

When the measurements of the offspring from the Anglo-Kabardian stallions 
were more numerous and only on the shoulder then the following results were 
obtained. 

 
Table 117 

Average shoulder of the offspring from the Anglo-Kabardian stallions at 
Kabardinsky State seed plot in 1938 

Offspring of stallions of breed 
Shoulder of foals, genderless 

1½ years, born 1937 2½ years, born 1936 
mean N mean N 

Anglo-Kabardian, including blood content of 129,3 296 138,4 214 
¼ from Thoroughbred 128,7 45 134,4 20 
½ from Thoroughbred 129,6 128 140,0 129 

 
According to the above data, the offspring from half-blooded Anglo-

Kabardian stallions was also bigger.  
The saplings at Kabardinsky State seed plot in 1940 became even bigger. 

 





















Table 129 
Relative increment (percents) of measured of the offspring of culture group of 

Malo-Karachaevsky stud 

Measures 
Colts Fillies 

3 days - 
6 months 

6 months 
- 1 year 

1 year - 
1,5 

years 

1,5 
years -2 

years 

from 
2-3 

years 

3 days - 
6 months 

6 months 
- 1 year 

1 year - 
1,5 

years 

1,5 
years -2 

years 

from 
2-3 

years 

Shoulder 23,6 9,9 4,4 3,8 1,8 25,2 9,7 6,3 1,1 1,1 
Chest 35,4 18,0 8,9 3,4 1,6 37,5 18,6 10,6 2,5 3,6 
Fore 

cannon 11,5 17,1 0,8 0,4 0,5 15,7 18,4 4,1 1,7 1,6 

 
The gradual slowing down of the intensity of foals’ shoulder and chest 

growth can be noticed at both Malo-Karachaevsky and Stavropol studs 
The relative increment of the parameters of the fore cannon of sucking foals 

from Malo-Karachaevsky stud which are on the summer mountain pastures with 
their mothers is much lower than from Steppe Stavropol stud. This indicator of 
progress of foals from Malo-Karachaevsky stud increases in the age from 6 months 
to 1 year what can possibly be explained by that roughening or grown fore cannon 
during severe winter conditions which was reported in this work earlier /Vol.1, 
p.240 [of Russian original]/. 

The application of winter (in January) take away of foals instead of autumn 
one (in October) at Malo-Karachaevsky stud provided better progress of saplings. 
Foals being on winter pastures with extra-dairy mares became healthier and more 
resistant to illnesses accompanying early taking away, for example to bronchial 
pneumonia. 

The application of earlier foaling-in of mares also determined the better 
progress of foals at Malo-Karachaevsky stud. The foals born in May or later are 
retarded in comparison to those born in April and earlier, which become bigger at 
the age of 2 years /Kerimov, 1950/. This happens because of the fact that the late 
foals of Malo-Karachaevsky stud are born on summer mountain pastures at strong 
variations of temperature and humidity. The cold nights and frosts, usual in May 
and June in mountains, undoubtedly negatively influence on spring pastures 
making the grass lower. The early foals are already stronger and suffer less from 
low temperatures and humidity of mountain pastures near the places of winter stay 
and by the time to go up. Bad conditions of mountain housing affect the weakest 
foals in the first turn. Because of better development of early foals by the end of 
the first year, their quality increases by the age of 3 years. This can be seen from 
the comparative estimation of two sets of foals from Malo-Karachaevsky stud: 

Born % of born in March-April From all the set in %% of quality 
Pedigree Elite and 1class 

1945 43 77 52 
1948 70 89 67 

Bad and favorable conditions of mountain housing of horses effect stronger 
on more subtle but simultaneously more prepared to the forced development cross-
breed youth. 













The mountain foals are born very small. Their measures at birth correspond 
to the Albanian mountain horse which must have at birth values of, according to 
the data of R.Fisht (1958), shoulder – 84,5 cm, chest – 68,8 cm, fore cannon – 10,1 
cm and live weight of 31,7 kilograms. 

The Avar horse possesses slightly better parameters of increment of 
measures at the period from taking away from mothers to one-year age at scanty 
feeding and only herd housing, but Kabardino-Avar crosses, born bigger, in the age 
of 3 years considerably overcome local Avars in all quantities. The latter one more 
time demonstrates the pedigree importance of Kabardian breed of horses in 
Autonomic Soviet Socialistic Republic of Dagestan. 

 















OSTEOLOGICAL DATA 
 
Sultanov investigates in 1963 the macro-micro morphological structure, the 

chemical composition and physical properties of 5 fore cannons of Dagestan 
mountain horses. His results revealed more powerful development of compact 
substance, abundant fit with osteons, dense distribution of haversian systems of 
small size, more concentration of mineral salts and larger compression strength of 
bones of mountain horses in comparison to valley ones. This points on the firmness 
of the main body of mountain horses and attracts attention to performing similar 
experiments on the horses of Kabardian breed. 

 







parameters between the types remain. The quantities of hemoglobin, red blood 
cells and the cell coefficient appeared to be less for horses of dense type in 
comparison to those of eastern and characteristic types. 

So, the hematological data have revealed that intra-breed types of the 
Kabardian horses differ also on the physiological data. One can suppose that horses 
of eastern and characteristic types possessing most amounts of hemoglobin and red 
blood cells in their blood at rest may be as well more capable of working in the 
mountain arras. 

The interesting hematological investigation on 20 Kabardian mares from 
Malo-Karachaevsky stud had been done by aspirant from the All-Russian Research 
Institute for Horse-Breeding O.A. Balakshin in 1959-1961. He obtained following 
results. 

Total amount of blood, liters 48,5 
Total amount of red blood cells, thousands 392,5 

Total amount of hemoglobin, kilograms 7,2 
Blood per 100 kilos of live weight, liters 9,1 

Red blood cells per 100 kilos of live weight, thousands 73,1 
Hemoglobin per 100 kilos of live weight, kilograms 1,3 

Red blood cells per 1 cubic millimeter, millions 8,1 
Hemoglobin per 1 cubic millimeter (g.%) 14,7 

Average live weight of mares 532,5 
Investigations conducted 38 

 
In the end of his researches of seasonal changes of hematological parameters 

O.A. Balakshin came to conclusion that these numbers change quite a little for the 
horses of Kabardian breed. He explained this by the fact that horses grown in 
conditions of severe, hardening the organism, culture-herd method of housing react 
little on the changes of climatic conditions. 

On the basis of afore-mentioned studies and after comparing them to the data 
of N.I. Chashkin and I.P. Bogdanov (1962) and others one can come to the 
conclusion that the blood of Kabardian horses is enriched well in red blood results 
in the liveliness, adaptability to various environmental conditions, working 
conditions and resistance to the illnesses of Kabardian horses. 

The big amount of blood in big horses of Malo-Karachaevsky stud makes 
the Kabardian horses especially worthy for using as donors at Stavropol Research 
Institute of vaccines and serums, where they are ranked with the highest points. 

 





9. At the moment the pure offspring develop better than half-blooded one at 
Malo-Karachaevsky and Malkinsky studs due to the worsening of housing 
conditions. Thus the pure saplings are ranked higher at inspections and 
bonitations. Especially badly developed are the saplings of ½ English blood 
and higher. The offspring of ¼ of english blood develop better than pure 
saplings. This points on the effectiveness of introductory back crossing to 
Thoroughbred in herd conditions of studs and on the necessity of 
improvement of housing conditions for the half-blooded horses. 

10. While being housed in stables trained half-blooded offspring compensates 
their immaturity after the first year of herd growing, thus more blooded 3-
year-old horses possess better measures than less blooded after the trainings 
and trials. This points on the plasticity of Kabardian breed of horses which 
compensates the delay in growth by the extension of the development until 7 
years at pure-breeding in sever conditions of herd housing. The half-
Kabardian horses can be rather early in conditions of stables-pasture 
nutrition. 

11. The Kabardino-Avar foals of all generations develop better than pure Avars 
in Dagestan. This highlights the pedigree importance of Kabardian horse 
breed in mountain areas of Caucasus. 

12. The Kabardian horses possess a number of worth adaptive qualities most 
important ones being the good use of food, especially of pasture forage, the 
unpretentiousness and stamina, the solid constitution and excellent health 
providing extended pedigree use. 

13. The meat productivity of Kabardian horses is studied not enough. 
14. The hematological studies and practical experience reveal that the horses of 

Kabardian breed supplied well with red blood possess fine donor qualities 
useful in bioindustry.  

15. The horses of characteristic and eastern intra-breeding types of the 
Kabardian breed have in rest higher amounts of hemoglobin and 
erythrocytes in blood compared to the dense type. 

 



CHAPTER VII 
 

WORKING MERITS OF MOUNTAIN HORSE BREEDS OF NORTHERN 
CAUCASUS OF RUSSIA 

 
Unknown author writes in his interesting book “On Crimea horses” 

(published 1957 in St-Petersburg) … “the mountain horse especially seems to me 
the worth of our land not only because of its working abilities, stamina, easiness 
and dexterity but also because of its rare moral qualities such as intelligence”, 
abstinence (for food) and others”. “It has the instinct for understanding and sense 
of touch”. “Its friendly behavior, smarts and calmness are above all the compares. 
Besides, the horse is energetically mobile of temper sanguine mixed to choleric”. 

The mountain horses of Northern Caucasus of Russia possess lively 
temperament, well-behaved and quite able-bodied. 

The fearless horses – Alps, “fast as wind and ardent as fire”, - appear in the 
epos as all-understanding, clever well-behaved horses always devoted to the 
master. 

“No horse is depraved”, “Only bad stallion bites” – such say the Adygean 
and Arabic proverbs. 

The horses of highland regions of Northern Caucasus of Russia are the 
calmest. All show themselves sluggish during taking the picture and never rise 
their ears as photographer wants in spite of all his efforts. Everywhere these horses 
require order. 

The mountain horses can be distinguished by their accurate hearing, sense of 
smell, vision, developed sense of touch by hoofs and by their attention to the 
environments due to which they are very sensitive, cautious and prudent in 
motions. 

In 1895 Simonov and Murder wrote that the mountain horses “are very 
careful so that they can walk on such mountain paths which are totally inaccessible 
for other horses. At the same time they are so sensitive that never misroute in the 
darkest night if the rider gives them full freedom”. 

“The demand for good Kabardian horse is still high. Peasant riding, 
intelligence, tenacity and firmness of the legs, stamina and unpretentiousness in 
nutrition – all these can not distract the attention to this horse” – said 
G.Ia. Politkovsky in 1895. A.F. Grushetsky mentioned in 1911 that “the Kabardian 
mare is of balances temper, it is brave and trusting. The prominent virtue – is the 
right self-confident pace. The horse is calm and does not tire by its allure”. 

 
The main allure of the mountain horse is the step short, low but quick and 

elastic. The speed is 6-7 kilometers per hour. 
 
The academician A.F. Middensdorf wrote (1855, 1857) that “uneven, rocky, 

without straight roads land makes the animal to move only by small repetitive steps 
and jumps”. “The short, quick, agile motions result in more compressed and denser 
formation of members which make in turn the motions easy”.  



The travelling on horses in mountains via steep stony roads is possible only 
astride and only in steps. That is why highlanders prefer to make their riding horses 
go in special accelerated and quiet for riders allure at which the horses step 
diagonally one time and on the same side another time (the gait may be polyamble, 
pace, advancing, ride, overstep, trace “tliah leuzh”, “dzhurush”). Moving this way 
horses can run up to 10 kilometers per hour.  

M.M. Zubairov specially studied the steps of Dagestan horses in 1959. His 
data are given in the following table. 

 
Table 143 

Characteristics of usual and accelerated steps of Dagestan horses 

Horse 
type 

Usual step Accelerated step 
Speed, 

meters per 
second 

Length, 
cm 

Width, 
cm 

Number of 
steps per 
minute 

Speed, 
meters per 

second 

Length, 
cm 

Width, 
cm 

Number of 
steps per 
minute 

Mountain 1,5 148 12,4 50 1,62 156 13,2 69 
Piedmont 1,55 165 13,0 52 1,75 178 13,8 78 

Valley 1,60 170 14,2 50 1,72 181 14,8 79 
 
In comparison to the valley ones the mountain horses have shorter length 

and width of the step and thus lower speed the number of steps per minute being 
equal. The length or the width of the step become longer and the number of steps 
per minute increases thus making the horse faster when it moves with the 
accelerated steps, otherwise called “advancing”; 

The importance attributed to the horse steps found the case in epos. The 
legendary Kabardian horse Thozhei of Nart Sosruko was able to transform its pace 
to dog-walk and that to the catlike moves. 

The able is of great value amongst the mountain horses of Northern 
Caucasus of Russia but can be met seldom. 

Due to the negative influence of some paces on the allures of Caucasian 
horses, the amblers one time were not allowed to the exhibitions and trials /Talyzin, 
1871/.  

The trot of Kabardian horses is free and elastic, developed better than that of 
Don and many others breeds. According Zubairov (1959), however, the crosses of 
trotting breeds in Dagestan had retarded step at accelerated trot. 

The gallop is seldom used in common life of Northern Caucasus of Russia 
and the gallop of mountain horse is unsatisfactory. The gallop of mountain horses 
of short wave is often badly-floored. However Kabardian horses are well used at 
galloping as center and outrunning horses [of the Russian “troika”]. 

The Kabardian horses were bought by the Hrenovskoy State stud to be used 
on purpose as center horse before the Revolution of 1917. 

As many experts say, the motions of the Kabardian horses are beautiful. 
The feature of the Kabardian horses is their easiness and agility. This virtue 

is especially helpful at horse hunting with greyhounds on hares, foxes and wolves. 
See Fig. 155. 
 



Fig. 155. The hunter Kabardian horse. Painter – Akininov 

 
 
The qualities required from the hunting horse are the power, energy and 

sportiveness. However even Thoroughbreds in England do not fit for the hunting. 
“The disadvantage of these horses as hunting ones is in my opinion that they are 
not quite responsible due to the position of the neck origin, because of what they 
are not quite agile, and often rough in the mouth” – wrote F.A. Svechin in 1880. 
“This is seen during the hunting. For example, Thoroughbred can be turned only at 
obtuse angle if they missed the animal, and some horses just warp their mouth 
instead of turning in whole. My personal taste is that only Kabardian horse is he 
best hunting horse. The Kabardian horse does not leave any room for other horses 
in its dexterity, flexibility, agility, “firm-leg-ness”, enough power and sportiveness, 
pace, smarts and ability to be taught hunting and participate intentionally in it”. 

“The Kabardian breed of horses is the most suitable for the hunting with 
hounds” – wrote A.F. Korf in 1893. 

“The Kabardian horse is the favorite among all the hunters” – added 
G.Ia. Politkovsky in 1895. 

Due to the easiness and agility the Kabardian horses were used as hunting 
horse in many other places even in Tulskaia province. 

The Kabardian horse was numerously awarded on the All-Russian 
exhibitions of hunting horses. If there was only one Kabardian horse among 9 
winners of the First Russian Exhibition of hunting horses in 1874 then there were 
three Kabardian and one Cherkesskaia horses among 6 winners of the Second 
Russian Exhibition of hunting horses in 1876. 

The easiness, agility of the Kabardian horses originated from their use in 
piedmont and mountain area. The definite role played here folk horse games, 
competitions and races of highlanders as well. 

The trick riding (“Dzhigitovka”) at impetuous descent from cliffs and steep 
river banks with sudden stop on the full move before the wall or rupture, the riding 











The quantities of Kabardian and Anglo-Kabardian offspring tried at 
Piatigorsky hippodrome within 27 years (from 1934 to 1963) over 7-years periods 
is given in the following table. 

 
Table 145 

Number of Kabardian and Anglo-Kabardian horses tested at Piatigorsky 
hippodrome 

Periods Number of years Kabardian Anglo-Kabardian Heads in total 
Number of heads % Number of heads % 

1934-1940 7 102 26,8 295 73,2 397 
1944-1950 7 205 42,6 276 57,4 481 
1951-1957 7 139 28,0 357 72,0 496 
1958-1962 5 - - 233 100,0 233 

 
The half-blooded horses were always tested more at Piatigorsky 

hippodrome. Only in first years after the World War II, when the attention was 
paid to the local breeds of horses, the amount of Kabardian offspring tried in 
Piatigorsk was increased almost twice. 

The republican hippodrome was rebuilt in Nalchik after the war and the 
regional hippodrome opened in Cherkessk. The offspring from the collective farms 
in the area of Kabardinsky and Cherkessky State seed plots was tested at these 
hippodromes. 

There has been studied the following number of Kabardian horses and 
crosses at Nalchiksky and Cherkessky hippodromes for 12 years since 1949 till 
1960. 

 
Table 146 

Number of horses tried at Nalchiksky and Cherkessky hippodrome during 
1949 – 1960 

Periods 
Hippodromes in 

Nalchik Cherkessk (opened 1950 and liquidated 1957) 
Racing seasons Horses Racing seasons Horses 

1949-1954 6 962 5 501 
1955-1960 6 713 3 181 

 
Pure breed horses, out of tested, composed about 80% at Nalchiksky and 70% at 
Cherkessky hippodromes, the half-blooded being 20% and 30% respectively. 

The age distribution of horses tested at Piatigorsky, Nalchiksky and 
Cherkessky hippodromes for years 1945-1960 was the following: 

 
Table 147 

Hippodrome in 2-year-old 3-year-old 4-year and older  Total 
Heads % Heads % Heads % Heads % 

Piatigorsk 636 73,2 228 26,3 4 0,5 868 100 

Nalchik 730 63,3 269 23,2 156 13,5 1155  
(for years 1949, 1951-56, 1958-60) 100 

Cherkessk 527 72,3 155 27,7 - - 682 100 





Table 150 
Average sportiveness of pure Kabardian horses at Piatigorsky 

hippodrome for 25 years since 1936 till 1960 
Distance 1936-1940 1945-1948 1949-1952 1953-1956 1945-1960 

mean N mean N mean N mean N mean N 
 2-year-old 

1200 1.38,8 40 1.39,2 41 1.42,5 110 1.39 25 1.41,2 176 
1400 - - 1.50,9 12 1.56 96 1.57,2 12 1.55,8 120 
1500 2.01 14 1.56,9 18 2.01,5 68 2.01,3 23 2.01,2 109 
1600 2.06,2 23 2.09,5 26 2.06,8 117 2.09,7 15 2.07,7 158 
1800 - - 2.22,3 14 2.23,6 78 2.30,7 15 2.24,4 107 

 3-year-old 
1800 2.27 5 2.26 10 2.28,7 22 2.22,1 17 2.25,9 49 
2000 2.36 9 2.29,1 9 2.32,8 28 2.32,8 23 2.32,2 60 
2400 2.52,2 6 3.05,8 9 3.00,3 20 3.08 19 3.04,4 48 
3000 - - 3.57 5 3.59,9 21 3.59 15 3.59,9 41 
3200 - - 4.06,5 3 4.17,1 11 4.17,4 8 4.15,6 22 

 
There is no observed increase in the average sportiveness of pure Kabardian 

horses. On contrary, there is slight decrease in the average sportiveness of horses 
after the World War II due to the increased number of horses tried. 

 
Table 151 

Average sportiveness of half-blooded Kabardian horses at Piatigorsky 
hippodrome for 25 years since 1936 till 1960 

Distance 1936-1939 1945-1948 1949-1952 1953-1956 1957-1960 1945-1960 
mean N mean N mean N mean N mean N mean N 

2-year-old 
1200 1.29,4 117 1.30,6 91 1.31,8 90 1.28,4 53 1.29,5 27 1.31,1 196 
1400 - - 1.41,6 51 1.47,2 96 1.42,6 41 1.46,9 41 1.44,9 189 
1500 1.49,2 101 1.51,6 40 1.48,2 49 1.47,3 51 1.52,4 31 1.49 145 
1600 1.54,4 113 1.55,6 91 1.56,7 106 1.56,1 54 1.56,9 23 1.56,8 210 
1800 - - 2.09 91 2.15,6 83 2.09,3 49 - - 2.13,2 147 

3-year-old 
1800 2.08 54 2.13,4 38 2.20,9 34 2.13,8 19 2.10,2 9 2.16,4 68 
2000 2.24,4 60 2.24,4 34 2.20,6 39 2.26,3 24 2.24,9 18 2.22,4 86 
2400 2.48,2 16 2.53,2 30 2.48,7 38 2.54 24 2.54,4 11 2.51,3 79 
3000 - - 3.39,0 26 3.37,5 20 3.36,2 11 3.42,5 11 3.38,7 66 
3200 - - 3.56,2 31 3.58,2 32 3.55,2 9 - - 3.57 45 

 
The average sportiveness of the half-blooded Kabardian horses is higher 

than that of pure ones, however there is no observed increment of it as well. 
The data of Maigi (1953) on the average sportiveness of pure and half-

blooded Kabardian horses tried at Nalchiksky and Cherkessky hippodromes in 
1952 are given in Table 152 and Plot 18. 

 



Table 152 
Average sportiveness of the winners of races at hippodromes of Northern 

Caucasus of Russia in 1952 
Distance Piatigorsk Nalchik Cherkessk 

Pure Half-blooded Pure Half-blooded Pure Half-blooded 
2-year-old 

1200 1.58,8 1.40,8 1.37,7 1.37,6 1.40,7 1.36,1 
1400 2.16,8 1.52,5 1.56,7 1.56,5 - - 
1500 1.58,0 1.50,4 2.50,5 2.03,1 - - 
1600 2.06,6 1.58,1 2.15,0 1.57,4 2.12,9 2.01,8 
1800 2.30,5 2.10,1 2.25,0 2.29,3 2.26,8 2.24,7 

3-year-old 
1200 - 1.23 - - - - 
1600 2.18,3 2.09,6 - - - - 
1800 2.31 2.18,4 1.57,0 2.10,1 - - 
2000 2.30 2.20,5 2.47,7 2.28,6 - - 
2400 2.53,3 2.46,4 3.12,0 3.09,9 - - 
3000 3.53 3.41,5 - 3.25,6 - - 
3200 - 3.54 - - - - 

 
The average sportiveness of the half-blooded horses is higher than that of 

pure ones for all distances at every hippodrome. The exclusion is the average 
sportiveness on the distance of 1800 meter in Nalchik where, probably, half-
blooded horses run instead of pure Kabardian. 

The crosses of the second generation in respect to Thoroughbred were 
usually being tested at Nalchiksky and Cherkessky hippodromes among the half-
blooded horses. The crosses of the first generation were mainly tested in 
Piatigorsk. 

The average sportiveness of pure horses on short distances at Piatigorsky 
hippodrome was remarkably lower than at Nalchiksky or Cherkessky 
hippodromes. This can be explained by the fact that many horses of large amount 
of english blood were allowed to race with pure ones at Nalchiksky hippodrome. 

The offspring of the Piatigorsky hippodrome raced more swiftly than those 
of Cherkessk or Nalchik on longer distances. The horses from the Malo-
Karachaevsky stud raced especially well in Piatigorsk on the dirty track. 

The average sportiveness of pure and half-blooded Kabardian offspring on 
blood groups has been calculated at the Regional experimental station on horse 
breeding of Northern Caucasus of Russia on the basis of the reports from the 
Piatigorsky hippodrome for 8 years since 1932 till 1940. 

 



Plot 18. Average sportiveness of pure and half-blooded Kabardian 
horses raced at Piatigorsky, Nalchiksky and Cherkessky hippodromes in 1952 

[value per distance] 

 
(2-year-olds on the left and 3-year-olds on the right) 

Solid lines – Piatigorsk, dashed lines – Nalchik, dash-dotted lines – Cherkessk.  
 

Table 153 
Average sportiveness of Kabardian horses in the age of 2 years on the distance 

of 1200 meter at Piatigorsky hippodrome during 1932-1940 
Blood groups Number of heads Average sportiveness Difference in comparison  

to the pure horses 
Pure 40 1.38,8” - 

¼ of english blood 15 1.34,3” + 4,5” 
½ english blood 102 1.31,7” + 7,1” 

¾ of english blood 41 1.27,9” + 10,9” 
 
We have calculated the average sportiveness of pure and half-blooded 

Kabardian horses in the age of 2-3 years within the blood groups over different 
distances at Piatigorsky hippodrome for 16 postwar years (1945-1960). That results 
are presented in Table 154 and Plot 19. 





As is seen from the table and the figure the average sportiveness of the half-
blooded horses is always higher than that of pure. The sportiveness of half-blooded 
horses almost steadily increases with the content of english blood. Only the horses 
of ¾ of english blood, due to the inappropriate education, sometimes show 
sportiveness lesser than horses of first generation. The 3-year-old half-english 
horses which rode 1800 meters on the most difficult track demonstrated worse 
sportiveness compared to their peers of ¼ of english blood. 

The pure Kabardian horses do not cover the short distance with their pace 
and reach sportiveness mainly due to the increasing frequency of motions thus 
quickly becoming tired. The pure horses in older age sometimes demonstrate better 
stamina. That is why the excess in sportiveness of half-blooded horses over pure 
ones sometimes vanishes. 

The best sportiveness of pure and half-blooded Kabardian horses within 
blood groups is shown in Tables 155 and 156. 

 
Table 155 

The best sportiveness of pure and half-blooded Kabardian horses in the age of 
2 years at Rostovsky hippodrome during 1926 - 1937 

Blood groups Distance 
1000 1200 1400 1500 

Pure 1,16,5 1.34,5 1.53 2.00,5 
half-english 1.07 1.22 1.33 1.41,5 

¾ of english blood 1.04 1.18,5 1.31,5 1.37 
 

Table 156 
The best sportiveness of pure and half-blooded Kabardian horses at 

Piatigorsky hippodrome on 1 January of 1964 
Blood groups Distance, meters 

1000 1200 1400 1500 1600 1800 2000 2400 2800 3000 3200 
Pure 1.15 1.24 1.41 1.47 1.55 2.20 2.23 2.51 - 3.44 4.04 

¼ of english blood 1.16 2.25 1.41 1.43 1.51 4.04 2.20 2.52 - 3.39 3.58 
½ english blood 1.08 1.20 1.34 1.42 1.45 1.59 2.12 2.38 3.18 3.28 3.37,4 

¾ of english blood. - 1.18 - 1.40 1.45 1.58,3 2.12 2.38 3.13 3.26,5 3.38 
 
The best sportiveness of 2-year-old horses grown at good conditions 

increased with increasing content of english blood at Rostovsky hippodrome where 
horses of military studs were usually tested during mentioned years. 

This was not observed at Piatigorsky hippodrome where horses were from 
either studs or collective farms. The crosses of the first generation of cross-
breeding demonstrated considerable increase in sportiveness in comparison to pure 
horses. The horses of back-crossing with ¼ of english blood tested with pure ones 
were just a little bit swifter. On some distances of 1000, 1200 and 2400 meters they 
even showed worse sportiveness. The horses of ¾ of english blood overcame half-
english ones in sportiveness also negligibly. 

The following values of the sportiveness of Kabardian stallions are 
registered as All-Union records for the riding breeds in smooth races. 





Fig. 158. 391 Linkor 222, black-brown,  
born 1948 from 016 Landshaft and 2909 Nov’ 

 
 

Fig. 159. Faron, black, born 1953 from 434 Fiolet and Abidat) 

 
 

Fig. 160. Sputnik, bay, born 1957 from 421 Sultan and Lakuna 
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